Wye Business Association

Meeting Minutes

Held at: Devil’s Kneading Trough Date: 21* April 2005

Present: Ann Sutherland Chair Jeannette Henderson
Richard  Boden Jeff Higgins
John Claydon Barry Hullett
Delia Copland Janet Hullett
Mike Copland John Morris
Dave Dubber Nicola Warren
Mary Hemsley

Apologies: Tatiana Cant Robert Earl
Tan Cooling Rosemary Freeman

Angela Cryer

1. Approval of Minutes
The minutes of the last meeting were approved.

2. Business Wyse

The first edition of “Business Wyse” was published and distributed last week, and the
response has been excellent. It was proposed to cover more political issues (e.g. the level
crossing, brown signs) in future editions. There will also be more member profiles and a
theme to link the various articles. Janet will write up interviews with Mary Hemsley and other
businesses. Ann agreed to do a cartoon for the Summer edition, due out first week of July.

3. Tourism/Brown signs

Richard and Ann have been investigating various sources of funding (the total cost for one
sign is £1900, of which WBA has £800). Ann will be asking the PC tonight (21* April) what
they are prepared to contribute. It was agreed that Richard would instruct KCC to go ahead
with the signs, which should be up by July. Richard has agreed to fund the difference until
outside funding comes through. Ann thanked Richard for his persistence in seeing this project
through.

Regarding the Tourist office in Wye, Ann has a meeting with the Tourist Information officer
on Monday in the hopes of obtaining some funding from KCC. Jeff Higgins suggested that
tourists calling at Ashford TIC could be directed to Wye and the Devil’s Kneading Trough.
Ann gave the meeting information about a FREE Marketing training course on 21* June run
by Kent Downs AONB unit with Tourism South East. This one-day course is open to all —
please see attached details. If you would like to attend, please call Sarah Loftus (at Kent
Downs AONB unit) on 01303 815170

4. Website

Tatiana had agreed to update WBA website member page. Ann to check that Business Wyse
could be put on site.

Nicola agreed to make a list of the things that needed to be updated and the timescale, for the
next meeting.

5. Any Other Business
Summer Village Event: Ann announced that this would be held in the village hall field on
Sunday 24" July. Although it will be run under the WBA banner, the idea was to make it a
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family fun-day with picnics, entertainment, talent shows, etc — not a fund-raising event. Ann Ann Sutherland
had organized a raffle at the Farmers market and raised £50 towards the band, etc. Many
people have come forward to help and take part.

Sponsorship: Nicola had received a request for sponsorship of the student graduation ball.
This was put to the committee, but it was decided that our limited funds should support events
that benefited the whole village, and therefore regretted that WBA is unable to sponsor this
event.

Level Crossing: There was a discussion about the problems of the level crossing, which is
now closed for 30 mins in every hour during the working day. It was suggested that we
organise a meeting with the Strategic Rail authority and also involve people from Chilham,
Chartham and Canterbury who are also affected. Richard said that the situation would
improve, as there were currently tunnelling works slowing things down. John Claydon said
that we should get as much publicity as possible and keep up the pressure on the authorities.

Refreshments: Everyone thanked Dave Dubber for providing the excellent refreshments.

The meeting closed at 19h50

Next Meeting
Thursday 26" May 6.00 for 6.30 p.m. at the Devil's Kneading Trough.
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